
oger Federer has always been my favourite 
tennis player. His graceful style of play, humble 
personality and diplomacy when making victory 
speeches makes him second to none in the tennis 
world. Many players and analysts have called him 

the greatest tennis player of all time. In 2016 he was ranked by 
ESPN as the greatest male or female player to ever live! After 
his victory over Rafael Nadal in the 2017 Australian Open Final, 
another tennis ace, John McEnroe, concluded that Federer 
had cemented himself as the greatest player of all time.

Federer is also noted for his cool  demeanour and emotional 
control on the court. Federer powered on to win the finals at 
Miami and Indian Wells.  In contrast to his early career, the 
major part of his professional game has been characterised 
by the lack of outbursts or emotional frustration at errors, 
which give him an advantage over less controlled opponents. 
He said, “I don’t  get  the anxiety during a match so much 
anymore. You know, to throw racquets, to toss balls out of 
the court, scream and stuff. I almost laugh on the inside 
about it a little bit today when an opponent does it. But that’s 
something for me that’s not  a problem anymore.” Federer has 
never sacrificed decorum on the altar of success.

Personal life
Federer was born at the Basel Cantonal Hospital in Basel, 
Switzerland. His father, Robert Federer, is Swiss, from Berneck, 
near the borders between Switzerland, Austria and Germany; 
and his mother, Lynette Federer (born Durand), from 
Kempton Park, Gauteng, is a South African whose ancestors 
were Dutch and French Huguenots. Federer has one sibling, 
his older sister Diana, who is the mother of a set of twins. He 
holds both Swiss and South African citizenship. He grew up 
in nearby Birsfelden, Riehen, and then Munchenstein, close 

to the French and German borders and speaks Swiss German, 
Standard German, English and French fluently, Swiss German 
being his native language.

Federer is married to former Women’s Tennis Association 
player Mirka Vavrinec. He met her while both were competing 
for Switzerland in the 2000 Sydney Olympics. Vavrinec retired 
from the tour in 2002 because of a foot injury. They were 
married at Wenkenhof Villa in Riehen near Basel on 11 April 
2009, surrounded by a small group of close friends and family. 
In July 2009, Mirka gave birth to identical twin girls, Myla Rose 
and Charlene Riva. The Federers had another set of twins in 
2014, this time boys whom they named Leo and Lennart, 
called Lenny.

His Journey in Tennis
Federer has won 18 Grand Slam singles titles, the most in 
history for a male tennis player, and held the No 1 spot in 
the ATP rankings for a total of 302 weeks. In majors, Federer 
has won seven Wimbledon titles, five Australian Open 
titles, and five US Open titles. He is among the eight men 
to capture a career Grand Slam. He has reached a record 28 
men’s singles Grand Slam finals, including ten in a row from 
the 2005 Wimbledon Championships to the 2007 US Open. 
Federer’s ATP tournament records include winning a record 
six ATP World Tour Finals and playing in the finals at all nine 
ATP Masters 1000 tournaments. He also won the Olympic 
gold medal in doubles with his compatriot Stan Wawrinka 
at the 2008 Summer Olympic Games and the Olympic 
silver medal in singles at the 2012 Summer Olympic Games. 
Representing Switzerland, he was a part of the 2014 winning 
Davis Cup team. He was named the Laureus World Sportsman 
of the Year for a record four consecutive years from 2005 to 
2008.
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His Gutsy Spirit
In more than 20 years on the 
Pro Tennis tour, Andre Agassi 
won eight Grand Slam titles, 
more than US$30 million in 
prize money and a spot as the 
top-ranked player in the world. 
Yet as he watched the men’s 
final of the Australian Open 
on January 29, 2017 from his 
home in Las Vegas, the former 
superstar couldn’t help but feel 
somehow flawed. There was 
35-year old Roger Federer, 
ancient in tennis years and 
just back from a six-month 
layoff following a knee injury, 
battling back from a fifth-set 
deficit against his longtime rival 
Rafael Nadal, five years younger 
and the winner of six of their 
previous Grand Slam final duels. 
That Federer could dig so deep 
without losing the spirit of grace 
and generosity he has carried for 
much of his career amazingly, it 
didn’t sound insincere when he 
told the crowd in Melbourne 
that he would’ve been happy 
if Nadal had won, was enough 
to make Agassi introspective. 
He fired off a text to a 
friend, fellow American ex-pro 
James Blake.

Watching Federer, Agassi wrote, 
“makes me feel like I was much 
more of a broken person than I 
even realized.” Federer’s balletic 
performances on the court and 
equanimity off it have a way of 
inspiring admiration. No other 
man has as many Grand Slams as 
Federer’s 18, and the incredibly 
deep talent pool of the current 
men’s tour has much to do 
with a generation of players 
chasing his excellence. Even without this unlikely win he was 
widely regarded as the greatest men’s tennis player of all 
time – with fellow 2017 Australian Open champion Serena 
Williams making the same case on the women’s side of the 
draw.

Still, this title is particularly 
sweet. Federer had not won 
a Grand Slam title in nearly 
five years, since Wimbledon 
in 2012, and even his diehard 
fans were starting to wonder 
if he would ever win another. 
A freak knee injury sustained 
while running a bath for his 
twin daughters helped end 
his 2016 season early. Federer 
spent months rehabbing and 
entered Melbourne ranked 
17th, a border line afterthought, 
even to himself. “Honestly, I 
never thought I’d be able win 
this tournament,” Federer told 
TIME in a phone interview 
from his home in his native 
Switzerland a few days after the 
final. But luck, as they say, falls 
on those in a position to receive 
it.

When the world’s top two 
players, Andy Murray and Novak 
Djokovic, were upset early, 
Federer seized the opening 
winning three five-set matches 
over top-10 players with a 
combination of grit and guile. 
And none meant more than 
the final. With a win, Nadal 
would have trimmed Federer’s 
major championship edge to 
17-15, with Nadal’s favorite 
tournament, the French Open, 
around the corner. “I still can’t 
believe I was able to make it all 
happen,” Federer says. “This one 
has a very special, different taste 
than all the other Grand Slams I 
ever won. Coming back, getting 
older, and people have written 
me off maybe, makes this one 
so unique.”

Philanthropy and outreach
In 2003, he established the Roger Federer Foundation to 
help disadvantaged children and promote their access 
to education and sports. Since May 2004, citing his close 
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ties with South Africa, he started supporting the South 
Africa-Swiss charity IMBEWU which helps children better 
connect to sports and social and health awareness and, in 
2005, Federer visited South Africa to meet the children that 
had benefited from his support. In 2005, he auctioned his 
racquet from his US Open championship to aid victims of 
Hurricane Katrina.

At the 2005 Pacific Life Open in Indian Wells, Federer arranged 
an exhibition involving several top players from  the ATP 
and WTA tour called Rally for Relief. The proceeds went to 
the victims of the tsunami caused by the 2004 Indian Ocean 
earthquake. In December 2006 he visited Tamil Nadu, one 
of the areas in India most affected by the tsunami. He was 
appointed a Goodwill Ambassador by UNICEF in April 2006 
and has appeared in UNICEF public messages to raise public 
awareness of AIDS.

In response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake, Federer arranged 
a collaboration with fellow top tennis players for a special 
charity event during the 2010 Australian Open called ‘Hit for 
Haiti,‘ in which proceeds went to Haiti earthquake victims. He 

participated in a follow-up charity exhibition during the 2010 
Indian Wells Masters which raised US$1 million. The Nadal vs 
Federer “Match for Africa” in 2010 in Zurich and Madrid raised 
more than US$4 million for the Roger Federer Foundation and 
Fundacion Rafa Nadal. In January 2011, Federer took part in an 
exhibition, Rally for Relief, to raise money for the victims of the 
Queensland floods. In 2014, the “Match for Africa2” between 
Federer and Stan Wawrinka, again in Zurich, raised £850,000 
for education projects in southern Africa.

Legacy
Federer has been regarded by many pundits, coaches, and 
past and present players as the greatest tennis player of all 
time. He dominated the game at his peak and has more Grand 
Slam tournament titles (18) than any other men’s singles 
player. He is also the first men’s singles player to have reached 
ten consecutive Grand Slam tournament finals and a total of 
28 Grand Slam finals. He spent the most amount of time in 
the Open Era at the top of the ATP Rankings (302 weeks). He 
also holds the record for the most titles (six) at the year-end 
tournament, where only the year-end eight highest-ranked 
players participate.

Federer has been ranked among the top eight players in the 
world continuously for 14 years and 2 weeks; from 14 October 
2002 till 31 October 2016, when injuries forced him to skip 
much of the 2016 season. Federer has won the ATPWorldTour.
com Fans’ Favourite Award a record 14 times consecutively 
(2003-2016) and the Stefan Edberg Sportsmanship 
Award (voted for by the players) a record 12 times 
(2004-2009,2011-2016), both being awards indicative 
of respect and popularity. He also won the Arthur Ashe 
Humanitarian of the Year Award twice in 2006 and 2013. He 
was named the Laureus World Sportsman of the Year for a 
record four consecutive years (2005-2008). Federer is at times 
referred to as the Federer Express, shortened to Fed Express or 
FedEx, and the Swiss Maestro, or just Maestro.

Endorsements
Federer is one the highest-earning 
athletes in the world. He is listed 
at No 5 on the Forbes “World’s 
Highest Paid Athletes” list. 
As of 2013, he remains the 
top earner in tennis with 

ten endorsement deals. He makes 40 to 50 million euros a 
year from prize money and endorsements from Nike and the 
Swiss companies Nationale Suisse, Credit Suisse, Rolex, Lindt, 
Sunrise, and Jura Elektoapparate. In 2010, his endorsement by 
Mercedes-Benz China was extended into a global partnership 
deal. His other sponsors include Gillette, Wilson, and Moet & 
Chandon. Previously, he was an ambassador for Netlets, Emmi 
AG, and Maurice Lacroix.  
Source:
TIME Magazine 
Feb. 13, 2017 
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